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Built heritage preservation approaches mainly focuses on curative conservation and restorative treatments.

Increasingly arguments rise against unplanned and reactive approaches that result too often in postponed

interventions, i.e. the high cost of restoration, the always-increasing demand for funding and the uncertainty of

sufficient revenue to cover costs of property management. Thereby, over-proportional investment of societal and

financial resources to create diamonds in a deteriorated environment stands in stark contrast with ongoing

sustainability concerns. Moreover, current strategies often start from rather linear ways of thinking and propose one-

way interaction between a problem and a specific solution rather than considering interventions within a larger system.

Targeting long-term goals and spill-overs not only related to built heritage conservation and management can impact

local systems in terms of increased human capital and local development.

The 2017 Thematic Week of the Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation deals with planned and

preventive conservation of built heritage and aims at analysing this within the overall approach and concept of

prevention with a wide application in i.a. public health, aviation, food production and civil protection by means of an

international overview of strategies and case studies. Theoretical reflections and best practices will be dealt with

according to 2 main topics: innovative local built heritage models to support ongoing sustainability concerns and a

review of approaches, methods and essential components of preventive systems.

This edition of the Thematic Week is one of the valorisation actions implemented in the ‘Cultural Heritage Activities:

New Goals for Economy and Society’ (CHANGES) project, supported by Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) on Cultural

Heritage and Global Change. The Thematic Week will be co-organised by the lead partner of this project, Politecnico di

Milano (ABC Department), and co-chaired by the other project partners, TU delft (Faculty of Architecture), Uppsala

University (Department of Art History) and Foppoli Moretta e associati consulting engineers, and will bring together

international researchers and professionals.

CALL FOR PAPERS IS NOW OPEN

Full papers are submitted for publication in the Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation book series,

‘Reflections on Cultural Heritage Theories and Practices’, with Guaranteed Peer Reviewed Content (GPRC) label.

Abstracts of max. 400 words should be submitted by 01/12/2016 EXTENDED DEADLINE: 18/012/2016

to rliccnet@kuleuven.be

http://www.changes-project.eu/
mailto:rliccnet@kuleuven.be


Topic 1: Innovative local built heritage models

Session: Framing the paradigm ‘CHANGES’

This session serves as an introduction to the broad topic of ‘CHANGES’. We seek contributions that deal with the

broad definition of Cultural Heritage Activities: New Goals for Economy and Society and how it can contribute to

sustainable development. Contributions can include both advancements in the scientific research field as well as

policy-oriented research.

 What are the current tendencies in operationalising built heritage as a production factor for inclusive and

sustainable development? Which practices, impact domains and indicators can be distinguished, what is their

mutual relation?

 What is the role of economic mechanisms, relevant craftsmanship and expertise, local communities, local

capacity building and regional innovation strategies within the entire built heritage preservation process?

Session: preventive and planned conservation

In this session we would like to investigate the impact of preventive and planned conservation, maintenance and

monitoring activities.

 What is the outcome and output of preventive and planned conservation in terms of effectiveness, quality

protection, cost-effectiveness and stakeholder participation? What is the emphasis of the available studies?

 Which are additional external benefits or shortcomings in existing applied methods?

Session: case studies of change

For this final session we search for practical examples of innovative built heritage conservation projects or

management models which induced change or impacted a local practices, customs and networks. We inquire for good

as well as bad practices in the field of built heritage in order to understand the success and failure factors associated

with implementing change.

 How can individual buildings and sites – either in themselves or due to investments or management plans –

generate an impact on society that goes beyond the direct measurable effects?

 Can built heritage sites and buildings be used as a tool for managing change or organisational learning within a

local community, economy and environment?

Topic 2: Preventive systems

The aim of this topic is to investigate and compare preventive systems, with a wide application in i.a. public health,

security, traffic, agriculture, aviation, military, power and energy, business, industry, and within different research fields,

i.a. engineering, operational research, information science, social and behavioural sciences, medicine. Contributions to

this topic can include both case studies and reviews of existing systems.

Safety systems, automated systems, manufacturing and machining systems, computing systems, industrial systems,

financial systems

Review of approaches and methods, essential components and conditions, monitoring and control mechanisms,

organisational management,

 What are the most commonly implemented preventive systems, i.a. safety systems, public health systems, and

what is their specific approach, method and outcome?

 What are essential components and conditions within preventive systems? What are requirements for monitoring

and control mechanisms?

 What are difficulties and ongoing problems within organisational management of preventive systems?


